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Introduction
The aim of our school curriculum is to provide children with a range of opportunities to promote an ethos of respect for others and their beliefs, challenge stereotypes and build understanding of other cultures.  It should provide a positive context within which the diversity of cultures, beliefs and values can be celebrated and explored which will in turn contribute to promoting a positive and inclusive school ethos that champions democratic values and human rights tailored to the needs of pupils and the community in which we live.
Curriculum Intent

Reflecting the findings of the Ofsted Research review series: religious education (May 2021), our RE curriculum follows the Doncaster Believing and Belonging scheme of work, which is the statutory agreed syllabus for Religious Education in Doncaster at all key stages, available to both maintained and academy schools. 
The title reflects its twin aims of stimulating interesting and profound study of religion and worldviews while also fostering understanding and respect for diversity in our communities. RE is vital in a world where faith and belief continue to shape societies and is central to Doncaster’s commitment to inclusive, diverse communities. The syllabus emphasises RE as an academic discipline, helping pupils explore religion and belief, develop critical skills, and engage with fundamental values. It prepares them for active citizenship in a diverse world. Doncaster’s unique community includes Christians, Hindus, Muslims, Jews, Buddhists, Sikhs, and many families with non-religious beliefs like Humanism. This syllabus ensures all pupils can share experiences, explore their own and others' beliefs, and develop respect for all worldviews.
Aligned with Doncaster’s Education and Skills 2030 Strategy, the syllabus supports schools in delivering a broad, balanced curriculum that promotes high standards and contributes to pupils’ spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development. It is designed to respond effectively to the national requirements.

The primary aims of the curriculum are:
Learning about Beliefs and Values
The RE syllabus focuses on developing learners’ understanding of religions and worldviews, exploring both their commonalities and diversity. 
a. Broad Understanding: RE provides a balanced understanding of Christianity, other religious traditions, and non-religious beliefs. It shows how these beliefs influence human experiences and decision-making.
b. Critical Thinking: RE encourages rigorous enquiry into religious and moral questions, nurturing problem-solving and critical thinking. It creates a safe space to address complex or controversial issues, promoting resilience against stereotyping and division.
Belonging in our communities and world
The syllabus also emphasises belonging, helping pupils appreciate diverse beliefs and cultures while discovering their own place and identity in the world.
c. Tolerance and Diversity: RE broadens perspectives, fostering empathy and understanding of different faiths and worldviews. It equips pupils to thrive in diverse communities and a global society.
d. Personal Growth: RE supports pupils in reflecting on non-material aspects of life, exploring meaning, purpose, values, and spirituality, whether or not they follow an organised belief system.
e. Active Citizenship: RE prepares pupils to contribute positively to their communities and the wider world, enhancing skills for lifelong learning and employment.
Learning Pathways
The curriculum is developed through six key themes, or "pathways," that help students explore and understand religion and worldviews. Learning follows a clear sequence through these pathways and is supported by studying specific religions and beliefs.
Pathway 1: The Nature of Religion and Belief
Pathway 2: Expressing Beliefs
Pathway 3: A Good Life
Pathway 4: Personal Journey
Pathway 5: Influence and Authority
Pathway 6: The Big Picture

Curriculum Implementation

Core units of work based on the pathways. Within these pathways, the programme of study must enable pupils to accumulate sufficient knowledge of the religions and worldviews studied. This will enable them to have a broad general understanding of these, enriched and extended by deeper exploration of selected aspects.
There are also focus units which deepen knowledge and enrich the experiences of pupils in
each key stage. These are essential to maintain depth as well as breadth in learning.  

A more specific, focused enquiry question frames the learning across each unit. Both the core and focus units focus on an enquiry based question that should allow children to explore the content they are studying, make comparisons and links within and across religions and worldviews, and explore their own personal views.
Lessons are designed to be varied, engaging and hands-on, allowing children to learn and record their thoughts, answers and ideas in various ways. In each lesson, children will participate in activities involving disciplinary and substantive concepts, developing their knowledge and understanding of diverse religions and worldviews.
Guidance for adapting the learning is available for every lesson to ensure that all pupils can access lessons, and opportunities to stretch pupils’ learning are available when required. Knowledge organisers support pupils in developing conceptual knowledge and schemata by summarising the key concepts covered in a unit and linking these to examples covered.
Strong subject knowledge is vital for staff to deliver a highly-effective and robust R&W curriculum.

Marking and Feedback
Marking and feedback should be given verbally through class discussions, as well as with children as individuals, in order to check subject knowledge and understanding, and to allow opportunities for children to share their views and opinions and address any misconceptions.

Curriculum Impact

The impact of Doncaster Believing and Belonging curriculum can be constantly monitored through both formative and summative assessment opportunities. Each lesson includes guidance to support teachers in assessing pupils against the learning objectives. Furthermore, each lesson provides the opportunity for children to share prior knowledge and an informal quiz at the end of each session allows pupils to check their new knowledge.
After the implementation of the Doncaster agreed syllabus (B&B), pupils will be equipped with a range of disciplinary skills and knowledge to enable them to succeed in their secondary education. They will be prepared for life in modern Britain, being able to interact with others from different religious and non-religious viewpoints in a respectful, knowledgeable and open-minded way. They will be curious learners who ask questions and make connections, confident to explore their personal worldview and have the skills to appreciate, evaluate and respond to religious, philosophical and ethical questions.
The expected impact of using Doncaster Believing and Belonging curriculum are:
● Know and understand religious concepts relating to beliefs, practices, community and
belonging, and wisdom and guidance.
● Develop an understanding of the influence of organised and personal worldviews on
individuals, communities, countries and globally.
● Understand some of the ways religions and worldviews are studied (disciplinary knowledge).
● Develop understanding of their relationship with the content studied, being able to talk about
their assumptions and preconceptions (personal knowledge).
● Build secure vocabulary which allows them to talk confidently and fluently about their
learning.
● Answer questions about worldviews through an enquiry-based approach including
investigating, interpreting, evaluating, applying and expressing.
● Talk about the similarities and differences between their own and others’ beliefs with respect
and open mindedness.
● Understand the lived experiences of religious and non-religious worldviews to be diverse
within and between people and communities.
● Develop an understanding of the ways in which personal and organised worldviews may
develop and change across time and place.
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