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Dear Parent/Carer 
Ask not what your country can do for you – ask what you can do for your country. John F Kennedy (1961)
The quotation above might not immediately seem to be about Kindness – but essentially, the new President of the United States in 1961 was asking people to see what they could do for other people as opposed to seeing what other people could do for them. It is a disappointment to see so many politicians nowadays who seem to see politics as something that brings them reward, rather than as a vocation. I guess I’m the only one reading this who was alive when JFK was killed in 1963 (the 60-year anniversary of his death was just this week…) It was a great pity at the time that someone who offered so much hope was killed so publicly.

But here comes the season of kindness and goodwill – which is a crazy race to get everything done by Thursday 21st December when we break up for Christmas. By which time we will have had church visits, Nativities, Christmas parties, visits from Santa, Christmas dinner, brass concerts (this isn’t for parents – they get their concerts in the summer…) and so on. The fun never stops.

Next week should see the arrival of the building that is going to be our SEMH hub – the foundations have now been completed. SEMH is a growing problem in schools and society – Social, Emotional and Mental Health (difficulties). In general, schools are struggling to cope, especially because of the lack of resources in schools and the weakness of the external agencies that are supposed to support schools. Having a hub will put expertise and resources on site and will help us to deliver an even better education.  Many schools cope by permanently excluding children and many, many children in the UK are simply not attending school, which in itself is a ticking timebomb, but we hope to be on the front foot here.

I sent home a dojo last week which showed how much better attendance was this year than last. Alongside SEMH, attendance is an issue that is really hurting schools. The theory seems to be that the bond between schools and parents (and therefore children) seems to have been weakened by the events of the past few years and that parents don’t value schools in the same way. I think it’s impossible to be sure, but I can see that as being a possibility. We are putting in a huge effort at school to work with parents – and you can see the positive effects of that relationship. I would like to thank all those parents who are working with us – and I am sure that you can see the benefits as well.

So, very soon I will be asking parents to donate to our appeal for the Christmas contribution to the foodbank, FOODAWARE, which was so successful last year. We will also be hoping for Christmas crackers for the Christmas dinner.

Thank you everyone for being such great parents and such great friends of the school.😊.
