	Homework 
 Friday 17th November 2023  
	Tues




Dear Parent/Carer 
RAKtivist: is short for Random Acts of Kindness Activist…

It was really sweet to celebrate World Kindness Day last Monday. There were lots of people in odd socks and lots of yellow 😊. It raises the question: what to do with the other ‘odd pair’ of socks when you have worn one from each pair…

We have had quite a few crazy days with the Nursery. One of the rubbish aspects of this was that the leak occurred when the school was empty because a very expensive tap in the disabled toilet failed and spewed water everywhere – so the way to stop the water (after 12 hours) was just to turn the tap on. The other rubbish aspect was that in the 1960’s (when the Nursery was built) there was extensive use of asbestos – even for things like gluing tiles - and so we couldn’t do anything until a check for asbestos was carried out. Getting a loss-adjuster and the asbestos people out took time and, in the end, after considering whether or not we could set up Nursery somewhere outside the school (the Church Hall was considered) we just shuffled classes around and moved Nursery inside school. This could only work because of the cooperation between staff and the hard work of lots of people (and the cooperation of the children!) A temporary floor-covering may even be in by the time you read this if all goes to plan, and the proper flooring will be completed on a weekend or in a holiday. The good news is that no asbestos was found.

It was unfortunate that there was no way of knowing how long children would be out of Nursery – the landscape seemed to change quite a few times. Handling this lack of certainty was quite stressful – like juggling six plates – but with the patience of parents and the hard work (and ingenuity) of staff, we got through.

And that is the beauty of this school: parents trust us to do our best and staff work tirelessly for each other…

On that note, Councillor Lani-Mai Ball was in school on Wednesday 15th November and was really impressed with lots of things: the fact that we don’t use supply teachers; the fact that we are an inclusive school; the clearly positive ethos of the school – and she loved the classrooms in Y2 and Y5 where we have taken out the desks. I know that Councillor Ball is a well-respected figure in the area and it was nice to meet her: her area of responsibility is Early Help, Education, Skills and Young People, which is particularly appropriate.

Next week, I will be using the homework front page as an information sheet for all the activities leading up to Christmas, so everyone will know all the fun things that are on their way.

Thank you everyone who trusts us to do the best job possible for their children. 
