	Homework 
 Friday 13th October 2023  
	Tues




Dear Parent/Carer 
Always be a little kinder than necessary – James M. Barrie.

I like the idea of sharing a quotation from the person who wrote Peter Pan. I am always cheered by the idea of being touched by something from the past - the same great mind that created Peter Pan, also took the moment to think about kindness, and he has passed that down to us. As a school, we are rooted in literature: we are named after the leading character (Ivanhoe) in a Sir Walter Scott novel – a novel that none of us have actually read, written in 1819 and 464 pages long! (if you have managed to plough your way through Ivanhoe, please let me know and I will salute you – I gave up after about 100 pages ☹.)
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Harvest Festival collection. When I think about it, many people followed the quotation at the top of the page and were a little kinder than necessary when they packed up their children with bags full of contributions to share with people that we might never meet: it is such a lovely gesture. We will be doing the Christmas collection again this year to put a bit of cheer into the lives of the most vulnerable among us – it just seems appropriate in the present climate. In the past, teachers at Ivanhoe always used to do a ‘secret Santa’ amongst ourselves, but now we spend the money on gifts that go to children who otherwise might not get much; it is just the way of the world…

Next week, we have the two Halloween discos and we have the excitement of the decorated pumpkins to look forward to. Please bring pumpkins in from Monday and then make sure they are collected on Friday – otherwise they will stink the school out over half-term…

Next Friday (20th October) the last day before the half-term holiday, we will be having a ‘break the rules day.’ More information will follow, but it allows children to break various rules (or conventions) in return for a fee. It is a really popular event. This year, we will be sharing some of the proceeds with Wath Rugby Club U11s, who are trying to raise some money for a sports trip for a four-day rugby tournament in Skegness next April. A couple of our boys play rugby with them and we would like to help with the financing of it as it is an expensive trip. The rest of the money will go towards our Christmas celebrations for children. 

I’m not quite sure where this term has gone – I do know that children and teachers have been working so hard. I am really pleased to say that parents are working with us on attendance – we don’t want children in who are ill, but we don’t want children off for next to nothing. And please think very carefully before booking a holiday in term time – it absolutely ruins our attendance figures…

Thank you everyone who supports us so positively 😊
