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Dear Parent/Carer 
Just imagine how different the world could be if we all spoke to everyone with respect and kindness.

There is an increasing amount of evidence that the period of Covid lockdowns has caused terrible damage in schools. Currently, it has become clear that many parents across the country have changed their attitude towards school; this can be evidenced in the fact that persistent absence (below 90% attendance) has doubled in schools – and last year 1/5 of all children in the country had attendance of less than 90%. This figure was true of our school, which is absolutely shocking. We were definitely caught out by this and have put lots into place to try to stop it happening again.

Large numbers of children being absent is very disruptive in class; it means that the teacher has continually to re-teach to get all the class ‘caught up’ otherwise there are so many gaps that can’t be filled. We suffered from this last year – and we were caught out a bit by that as it was completely unknown for us. 

Poor attendance hurts the child who doesn’t attend, but it also hurts the rest of the class as it disrupts what the teacher is trying to get the children to learn and understand. I remember that after the Covid lockdowns, the so called, ‘Covid catch-up tsar’ (Sir Kevan Collins) told that government that schools would need £15 billion to catch up and that he resigned after the government said that only one tenth of that would be available. It seems to me that the short-sightedness in failing to fund a catch-up is really having an effect on schools and that attendance is just one example of this…

So, it is basically being left to schools to try to manage all the ill-effects of Covid with very little in the way of resources as our budgets continue to be squeezed…

The fact is that certain children up and down the country simply do not attend school as often as others, and some parents have become disengaged from schools and don’t really value education. I believe that such is our relationship with parents, we can work with them to get their children into school and get them making the most of their education. The one thing every parent could do is not to take holidays in term time – I would like them just to ask themselves whether a cheaper holiday is worth the hit to their child’s education.

Teachers at this school work their socks off for our children - we work weekends and through the holidays: we care. Please always help us to help your children – only keep them off it is absolutely necessary, and use the extra week we have created in June for that holiday – please avoid September.

Thanks to everyone for their support: it is only by working together that we can make a difference to children who attend this school.

