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Dear Parent/Carer 
Unexpected kindness is the most powerful, least costly, and most underrated agent of human change.
After last week’s quotation from the Dalai Lama (Be kind whenever possible. It is always possible.) I have decided to purchase a wristband that I will wear on my right wrist to remind myself to bear that in mind. The wristband was advertised as a ‘lucky Buddhist’ bracelet, and the Dalai Lama is the Buddhist spiritual leader. Everyone has the right to think I am bonkers for doing this – but I think I need something to ‘remind me’ to take the kind approach at all times – and I hope that the presence of the wristband will work to that effect (it’s certainly bright enough!)
We had our first ‘kindness top-table’ this week and it was a fabulous success. The children felt extremely special and were really proud of themselves: this is something we want every child to feel. It is lovely to hear so many children talking about kindness which is something we want to continue to hear all the time.

I am delighted with the attendance of children this year. Last year was awful – I think that some parents got spooked by Covid and by Strep A (there was so much in the media about these) and some parents kept children off school out of worry – and this was replicated across the whole country. For the first time ever, we really struggled with parents keeping their children off school – I think we had about 20% of our children attending less than 90% of the time. It is extremely difficult to function properly as a school with so much disruption – especially after the Covid years. I’m keeping my fingers crossed that we keep this up all year 😊.

On that subject, immediately post-Covid (I know we still live with Covid, but I mean after 2020/21) the school had sympathy with parents over taking the holidays they had had cancelled, even if it meant time off school. Currently, the school sees no reason why any parent should take their child out of school for a holiday during term time. We close the school for the second week in June to allow parents to access cheaper holidays. I know that holidays are cheap in September and that the weather is dismal in the UK, but that is not a reason to take your child out of school. Some parents say that it is educational, but the main thing that a child will be learning is that school is optional, unimportant, something that you can opt in and out of… and that is not a sensible viewpoint.

Having said that, it is now quite rare for a parent to disadvantage their children by taking them out of school for a couple of weeks abroad – and long may that continue.

Thanks to everyone for their support: it is only by working together that we can make a difference to children who attend this school.

