	Homework 
 Friday 8th September 2023  


Dear Parent/Carer 

It seems to have been quite a while since I last wrote a homework front page – it was at the end of SATs week, as I recall, and we were all looking forward to the excitement of the final half-term of school.

Now, the new academic year has started with all the shiny uniforms and the children who seem to have shot up over the six weeks’ holiday – and, of course, the visits from last year’s Y6 in their secondary school uniforms: always a pleasure 😊.

This year, as I am sure parents are aware, we are going to focus on KINDNESS at all times. When I first started thinking about this, I was motivated by how quick to temper some children (and even some parents) can be. You would be surprised how many little fall-outs there are, even amongst friends, at school… you might also be surprised at the issues that occur out of school – especially due to social media ☹. I thought that if we all thought more about kindness, then many of these issues might disappear.

Kindness is a very complex concept, though. I read the definition as, “the quality of being friendly, generous and considerate” but that doesn’t quite encapsulate all of it. I suppose that in order to be kind, you need to see the best in everyone and to reflect before making a hasty judgement: that requires great generosity… I can certainly feel guilty about some of the comments I make about the driving of other people when they simply inconvenience me – it’s easy to say something horrid or make a rude gesture. I think kindness must be about quietly reflecting rather than acting angrily. And as we say to children, getting angry never solved a problem…

So, kindness will run through everything we do. We have the ‘kindness’ badges that children will receive in assembly and we will also be having a top table at lunchtime so that children can be rewarded by being made to feel special whilst having their dinner.

It has been fantastic to see how parents have already become involved in the theme of kindness, and I’m sure they will be the very best role models for children. The longer I teach, the more I understand that working together, we can achieve anything.

Thank you, as ever, for your support – you make such a difference.
