	Homework 
 Friday 12th May 2023  


Dear Parent/Carer 

I am writing this in the middle of SATs week (Thursday would normally be the last day, but the bank holiday on Monday shifted everything forward a day…)

I think that all of us associated with the exams, and teachers up and down the country, judging by what I am reading, are really angry and upset about what we have been part of this week. The Reading Test we did yesterday seems to me (and to teachers across the country) to have been deliberately designed to make life difficult for the children taking the exam. It seems to me that the manner of the questioning has been deliberately to make finding the answer harder. I can’t give examples of this at the moment because there are strict embargoes on being specific about these tests for another week or so, but I am still reeling from the unfairness of what we have been through. And when I say this, I am saying that it is unfair on the children – I’m not complaining about the effect on the teachers (though we hate to see our pupils struggle…)

And the most ridiculous aspect of all of this is that the test results won’t tell us anything that we didn’t already know about the different level of abilities amongst our children…

Enough of the complaints 😊.

This week also sees the whole of the school working together to give our children the best opportunity to succeed. We had a year group out on a residential on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and then every class had to make some contribution to the tests as we have to involve so many adults: even the infants had to adjust their break times so that the noise wouldn’t filter through and disturb the children being examined. That whole-school coming together in one common activity takes a lot of effort and huge amount of teamwork, which is one thing that we are brilliant at!

The end of KS2 SATs this week is a monkey off our backs and we can look forward to the lovely elements of the summer term: Sports Week, Peter Pan (our school play) being shown at Cast Theatre, the sponsored walk, teddy bear picnic, more school trips and sunny weather... 

Thank you for all, as ever, for your support, – you make the difference.
