	Homework 
 Friday 5th May 2023  


Dear Parent/Carer 

I am writing this on the Wednesday with the sun shining and after having completed my lunchtime dinner duty in shirtsleeves: happy days indeed! I am keeping everything crossed for good weather in two days’ time when we will be celebrating the Coronation by eating a picnic and by thinking about what the monarchy* means to this country. 

I am in a bit of a funny state – the funny state we always get before SATs. I have been doing lots of spelling tests with my children, and seeing the word ‘monarchy’ sent a shiver of horror down my spine because of the hard-sounding ‘ch’ sound at the end of the word – it is a word that you would have to know to be able to spell it, as there aren’t significant clues in the sound itself. I know from the spelling tests that I have been doing (all taken from former SATs tests) that the ch as a hard sound is one of their tricksy favourites ☹.

The SATs tests are like a comedy show, in my view. The test papers themselves are treated as you would tread a precious antique. As soon as they arrive, we have to check them and then carefully seal them and double-lock them up. If anyone goes near them, they have to sign a spreadsheet. The Local Authority send people out to check the security of the test papers. Governors are expected to turn up at school to check the security of the papers every day of SATs. The Local Authority might well check that the papers are still in fine fettle. We all have to have a meeting to make sure that we all know all the rules. And then the children will do the tests and then the results will come out and they will tell us what we already knew about the abilities of our children in the first place…

What makes it worse (forgive my cynicism) is that all this checking and re-checking and all these rules and the monitoring visits are based on the premise that school teachers are looking for opportunities to cheat. Crazy.

I do hope that everyone has another enjoyable long weekend – and I hope that the weather stays good. On Monday (which is a bank holiday) the Y5 teachers will be taking their classes to Robinwood for a residential, and the Y6 teachers will be working with their students at school: teachers teach out of love and a sense of vocation and it is a pleasure to work with such dedicated members of staff.

Thank you for all your support, as ever – you make the difference.
