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Dear Parent/Carer 

It seems funny to be sitting and writing this in a school that is empty of children – as it is for this first of the two days in which industrial action is taking place. I think we will all be happier on Tuesday (after Bank Holiday Monday) when the school will be open as normal.

The school is pretty cold today – Mrs Carrington is wearing a blanket in the office! I mention this because in December, as I have told parents, we paid £140+ a day for heating. In March, by being very careful, we paid an average of £70 a day… so we ‘saved’ about £1600 in March (23 school days in March and so 23 x 70 = 1610). And this, currently is what my life is: looking for ways to save a bit of money here and a bit of money there. Another example of this is by having one cold dinner day a week, another is letting Mrs Noble and Mrs Slater go into other school and moderate their work at Y6 and Y2 as this brings in about £1,000 for each of them. I think it is really sad that my life is full of this sort of thing at the moment because it shows the state of school finances across the country. In my view, schools should be run to educate children and to level up (that old phrase) life chances, but to do that, funding needs to be generous. We could, of course, save money by not offering music for the Y4 or by not having any authors visit our school, or cut down on school trips or cut down on teachers and have bigger class sizes – but what would be the point of school if we followed that path?

On the positive side, the school is all excited about the prospect of SATs coming up in Y6. We are not one of those schools that is ‘SATs-driven’ we don’t cram our children for these tests, but we still like to give them every opportunity to do well – which is why we provide breakfast in SATs week and why we think so carefully about how they are carried out: we try to take away the stress and anxiety (not an easy thing to do.) A few years ago, we had all the children in school on the Sunday before the tests just so they didn’t have ‘Monday morning blues’ but were raring to go. Now, it is the children who want their ‘SATs Sunday’ - though this year, due to the Coronation, it is going to be ‘SATs Monday’ with the first test on the Tuesday. Happy days 😊

Then it won’t be too long before we are into June and July and thinking about our two weeks of transition, ready to hit the ground running for 2023/24.

Thank you for all your support, as ever – you make all the difference.
