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Dear Parent/Carer 

It’s lovely to be up and running for the second part of the year. I always think that the first half of the year is all about doing the ‘heavy lifting’ and the second part of the year is more of a celebration of all the efforts that have been put in prior to that. Let’s face it, daffodils, blossom, making use of the grassy areas, picnics, Sports Week and water fights are just a bit more fun than wet playtime and freezing knees (whoops, just slipped back to when I was a lad at school when everyone wore shorts or skirts all winter!)

Next week, we have a fabulous-looking celebration of reading that includes dressing up as your favourite book character or word, but there are lots of other fabulous events to enjoy – including the sponsored read, design a book cover and the staff story swap 😊. 

I have to say – as I say pretty often, that reading is the absolute key to life. If you can read well, then the whole world is open to you. And we want the whole world to be open to our children…

This winter, I have regularly shared with parents my concerns about the cost of energy. Our electricity bill for January was £3,132, whereas last January it was £1793.41 – despite the fact that in that time, we have reduced our consumption by 18%. This is awful. It is costing us about £10,000 a year just to provide the electricity to make school dinners – money that is not reimbursed by the government and not covered in the money they give us for free school meals. Our gas bill for January 2023 was £2,595.45 despite us putting the heating off at midday each day. I was sickened to see that the price of gas increased between December and January – as if the energy companies are not making enough money! I do seem to recall that this government talked about ‘levelling-up’ at one stage, but it is obvious that it is a fantasy when schools are burdened with such terrible energy costs…

On a different note, the school community is very fortunate to have such brilliant staff working here. This afternoon, the Nursery team will be shifting six tons of pebbles from the car park to the end of the Nursery outdoor area in order to make an area for children to explore lifting and transporting (which is what the Nursery staff will be exploring this afternoon 😊.) Several parents also offered to help, which just goes to show what an excellent community we have.
Thank you for all your support, as ever.

