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Dear Parent/Carer 

It is disappointing to be using the homework front page to talk about the industrial action taking place in schools in the near future.
I find it very frustrating listening to the half-truths being told to undermine school staff at the present moment – and I know it will get worse. The teachers I know at this school are in the profession because they see teaching as the most valuable contribution they can make with their lives – not many other professionals take their work home with them at the end of the day and spend their weekends planning for the week ahead. Anyway, I know that our school-community values what we do and appreciates how hard we work - one example of this that I would give is that we planned to take a school residential to Robinwood in May, and now the first day has coincided with the new bank holiday that was suddenly sprung on us. Our teachers will still be taking the residential because they put the children first… And our teachers have also committed themselves to the Y4 residential in Whitby, even if it coincides with strike action in school.
We will make sure that parents are kept informed of our thinking at all times – and everyone knows how to contact me on class dojo or through email…
It has certainly been cold this week at school! The classrooms are so well insulated that they keep the heat well, but playtime has been coooold. I have been pleased that the grass has been frozen because it has allowed everyone to use it without getting mud into school – but as soon as it thaws, it gets so sticky and muddy that we have to keep people off it. Roll on drier weather, I say 😊.

I hope that parents will be pleased to know that just before Christmas we had a Health and Safety Inspection (everyone dreads these in case they find something wrong) but we were awarded Outstanding. Just this week we had a Food Standards Officer at the school to do a spot check – and we were given a Five Star rating. This is very pleasing – it is really good to get the basics right.
Thank you for your help with ensuring that as many people as were entitled had a free school meal today (Thursday) every dinner taken helped the school.

Thank you for all your support, as ever.

