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Dear Parent/Carer 

Happy New Year 😊. I know that’s a bit late in the day, but never mind.

School feels like a lovely place to be at the moment – even if we can’t let the children on the grass at play time as it is so muddy. At least the weather is relatively mild for this time of year.

On that subject, our electricity bill for November (a ‘long’ month with no holiday) was £2,800 and our gas bill was £1,000. I find these prices absolutely crazy. I am sure that most families are watching their energy bills as carefully as we are at school – it really is awful that so much of our budget is just disappearing in keeping the lights and heating on… The government, of course, are expecting us just to manage – though they have offered us £16,000 to help with ‘energy efficiency’ which we intend to spend on solar panels. We are very lucky to be housed in a school with new windows, new heating, new lights and new windows – so we are pretty efficient already, though the price increases still hurt.

One of the reasons I feel so positive about school is that we have a new Caretaker who absolutely is on top of his job and really enjoys his role in school. Mr Tyrer has come to us because he wanted to live in the Conisbrough community after being a caretaker at another Doncaster school for many years. Do say hello to him if you see him around, and if you have any concerns, just let him know (if you see him) or let the office know.

With my Y6 English class, I am setting a tricky homework this week where parents and children need to work together to answer a SATs test. I am setting this because I know how valuable it is for parents and children to solve problems together – children learn so much from this sort of activity – so I do hope parents always make sure they get involved in what their children are doing.

This feels like a great time of year to me: the mornings and evenings are getting brighter, the shoots of daffodils and other spring flowers are pushing up, and children are settled in their classes and learning at a pace. And we are moving towards spring and summer!

Thank you for all your support, as ever.

